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And how ſhall they Preach except they be 
ſent ? 


ROM theſe Words, at the firſt Vi- 


deacon, I undertook to prove, That 
the Miniſterial Function ought to be 
ſeparate from Vulgar Employ, and 
that there ought to be a Clergy di- 
ſtinct from the Laity. And this I did, from the 
Light of Nature ; the univerſal Vote of Mankind ; 
from Reaſon and Argument, and from plain Com- 
mands and Proofs in Holy Scripture : All which 
I take to be Proof amounting even to a Demonſtra- 
non, 

I ſhall now enquire into th e Eſſence of the mini- 


terial 


ſitation of our Reverend Mr. Arch- 


* 


4 A Sermon Preach'd at the 
ſterial Call, ſhewing what it is that diſtinguiſheth 


a Preacher from a Layman, or. what it 1s that gives 


3 to that Preacher who 1s properly ſent of 
And, 1/f, Negatively. It is not the Excellency 
of a Man's Gifts or Abilities that gives him a Com- 
miſſion ; becauſe we often find Men of Leiſure, 
or of ſome ſecular Profeſſion, who are ſtudious, 
and are as eminent and nice, even in Caſes of Con- 
ſcience, as well as other Points of Divinity, as thoſe 
who are ſolemnly dedicated to ſerve in the ſacred 
Miniſtry : Laymen, I ſay, who for Information 
or Delight ſtudy hard, and who have an uncom- 
mon Share of natural Parts to digeſt and diſcourſe 
what they Read or Think, And we have not only 
Experience to aver, but the Authority of Scripture 
to vindicate this. Thus when the Competition lay 
between Joſeph and Matthias to fill up the Place 
in the College of Apoſtles, vacant by Judas's mi- 
ſerable Defe&ion, the Apoſtles could not determine 
which of 'em was the beſt qualify'd for that Grand 
Office, but refer'd the Caſe to the Searcher of all 
Hearts by caſting Lots. Now if Jaſeph had not 
been every Way as well qualified as Matthias, the 
Apoſtles had ſtrangely affronted the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven by referring to God the Deciſion: So that to 
all humane Appearance, they were equally qualli- 
fy'd ; yet the One is choſen whilſt the Other is 
rejected, Aﬀr i. 26, 
Nor, 2dly, is every Pretence to a divine Impulſe 
a ſufficient Authority. Every Man may ſay he has 
au Internal Call, but how eaſy is it even for himſelf 
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Viftation at Nottingham. 3 
to be miſtaken, eſpecially if he cannot rightly di- 
ſtinguiſh what is diQated to him by the Spirit of 
God, and what is the Reſult of Humour, Pride, 
Intereſt or Faction. And ſuch a Pretence may ea- 
fily impoſe upon the Multitude : It is but boldly 
ſaying it, and ſome or other are ready enough to 
believe it. Simon Magus pretended to this, and 


the falſe Prophets in the Old Teſtament ſtill aver'd 


their Miſſion to be from God. And if Boldnefs 
will prevail, the Triumph is eaſy. But I (hall make 
no Scruple to declare, that Jet a Man be the moſt 
devout towards God, the moſt honeſt to Man, the 
moſt ingenious in Converſation, and the moſt ſtri& 
and regular in his Life ; yet nothing but the Gift 
of Miracles, together with the publiſhing ſome new 
Doctrine, which the Almighty had never publiſhed 
hitherto, can ſupport the Credit of an immediate 
Miſſion. I ſay again, that nothing but ſome new 
Doctrine, and that confirmed by Miracles, can 
warrant our Belief of an immediate Miſſion, To 
pretend an Extraordinary Commiſſion for an Ordi- 
nary End is ridiculous toall wiſe Men, Therefore 
whoſoever pretends an immediate Call muſt deliver 
ſome new Truths, and by Miracles muſt prove 
them to be of a Divine Stamp. For, if a ſeeming 
pious Frame of Soul can make a Miniſter, even Sa- 
tan can quickly transform himſelf into an Angel of 
Light; and doubtleſs hath often done it to ſow Di- 
viſions in the Church of Chriſt : But our Saviour 
cautions us to beware of thoſe who come in Sheep's 
Clething, becauſe imwardly they may prove ravening 
Wolves, St. Matt. vil. 15. 

Nay 
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6 A Sermon preaclod at the 


Nay, tho* ſome Miniſters prove vitious in ſundry 
Actions, yet they may become Inſtrumental in con- 
veying Vertue and ſaving Health to others. To be 
ſure Judas was not ſent in vain, and he was {ent by 
One who knew what was in Man, For it is not 
the Means it ſelf, but God working by the Means, 
that makes Impreſſion upon, and converts the Heart. 

But ſuppoling the Opus Operatum to be effectual, 
and that a Sermon will do me as much good when 
it comes from a pious Layman, as from a looſe Cler- 
gyman; yet a wicked Perſon may compoſe as hand- 
ſome a Piece of Eloquence and Divinity, and pro- 
nounce it with as neat Elocution, Gravity, and 
Paſſion, as the moſt pions Perſon in the World. 
If a pious Layman is not ſent, he cannot expect the 
Bleſſing of God in a Work of God's, for which he 
has no Warrant, and conſequently cannot profit a 
reople 

i ſhall now argue Poſitively, That a ſolemn Or. 
dination by a Perſon legally called is the only thing 
which gives a Preacher his Call, and evidences that 
he is fent of God. And tho' this is a Maxim that 
has always been receiv'd thro' the Churches of the 
whole World, yet Enthufiaſm, back'd with bold 
Irtrufion and preſumptuous Arrogance, would, at 
this Time of Day, cancel and invalidate this Law. 
But that this Ordinaticn is abſolutely neceſſary in 
all Churches, 1 prove by theſe following Argu- 
MEDI. 

Firſt, This was the conſtant Practice of the Apo- 
Rites to all thaſe whom they commiſſioned to ſpread 
the Goſpel ; they Ordained them in a * and 

olemn 
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Solemn Manner. Thus, Acts, xiii. 3. when Paul } 1 


and Barnabas were ſent to preach among the Gen- 
tiles, the Apoſtles did Faſt and Pray, and laid their 
Hands on them before they ſent them away. And 
on this Practice is grounded that Expreſſion of St. 
Paul to Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 14. Negled not the 
Gift that is in thee, which was given thee by Pro- 
phecy, wich the laying on of the Hands of the Preſby- 
tery. What this Preſbytery was is explained by 


himſelf, 2 Tim. i. 6, the putting on of his own 


Hands, who was their Biſhop. And the very Dea- 
cons (an Order not of Chriſt's, but of their own 
Inſtitution) were Inaugurated by Apoſtolick Prayers, 
and by Apoſtolick Impoſition of Hands, Acts vi. 6. 

Nay further; Ordination is not only Jure Apo- 
flolico but Jure Divino. For the bleſſed Jeſus him- 
ſelf was ordained by God the Father, and this is 
expreſſed to us by Anointing. We oſten find him 
called, the Anointed of the Lord, and God himſelf 
calls him, Mine Anointed: By Vertue of which 
Un&ion Chriſt anointed others Cas my Father hath 
ſent me, ſo ſend I you) and by Vertue of this 
Commiſhon the Apoſtles appointed a Succeſlion, 
which is to continue to the World's End. 

Secondly, Without a ſolemn Ordination, there 
cannot be kept up a Separation of fit Perſons to ſerve 
in the ſacred Miniſtry of the Church. 

Thirdly, Without a ſolemn Ordination unfit Per- 
ſons may, and will, thruſt themſelves into the ſa- 
cred Fundtion, and handle the holy Things with 
unholy Hands: A Crime abhor'd by Few and Gen- 
tile, Chriſtians and Heathens, 234] 

. | Fourt bly, 


8 A Sermon preachd at the 
Fourt hly, Without a ſolemn Ordination no Man 

can bring a ſufficient Teſtimony that he is lawfully 
called to the ſacred Function: For all Offices of 
Moment being convey'd by Commiſſion, and thefe 
Commiſſions denoted by ſome external Evidence; 
where there is no external Evidence, there can be 
no warrantable Teſtimony of a Commiſſion. But 
theſe Terms ſeeming too general in fo fandamen- 
tal a Point, I, therefore, ſhall now be more par- 
ticular, and give you the main Ingredients which 
conſtitute this Inauguration. 

And they are of two Sorts, viz. Antecedentia, 
et Media. | 

The Antecedentia conſiſt of a twofold Enquiry 
to be made, fr/?, into the proper Abilities of the 
Candidate, whether he be fit to diſcharge ſo weigh- 
ty an Office. Secendly, Into his Life and Conver- 
ſation, whether they be ſuitable to the Dignity of 
the Station he defires. Both theſe Enquiries were 
to be made concerning Deacons, 1 Tim. iii. 10. 
They were fu to be proved: And, 2 Tim. il. 2. 
the Things that be had learnt, of St. Paul, were 
to be committed to faithful Men, who ſhou'd be able 
to teach Others alſo. 

The Media or Means of Ordination are three : 
Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands. All 


theſe were done at the Conſecration of Paul and 


Barnabas, Act: xiii. 3. Thus far all Foreign 
Churches, and the major Part of our Diſſenteis, a- 
gree with us ; nay, all that pretend to Government 
and Order, unleſs it be in ſuch ſmall Points, as are 
neither Articles of their Faith nor ours, > 
ut 
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But the next Enquiry will make us differ, ſor 
ſhall now examine that controverted Problem, In 
whoſe Power it is to Ordain : Whether in the Biſhop, 
or 5 the Preſßyters, or in the United Power of them 
Bot h. | 

Thoſe who are for a Parity among the Clergy 
aver, that the Name of Biſhop and Preſbyter are of 
the ſame Extent; upon this Foundation all thoſe 
Arguments are built, which prove there were no 
Preſbyters in the Primitive Times, butall the Cler- 
gy then were Biſhops and Deacons in the Cities and 
adjacent Regions. And as our bleſſed Lord at firſt 
called only the twelve Apoſtles, and not the ſeventy 
Diſciples, till the Numbers of Converts, and the 
Haſte of publiſhing the Goſpel required their Aſſiſt- 
ance ; ſo the Apoſtles themſelves wou'd only con- 
ſtitute Biſhop3 as their Succeſſors, leaving it to their 
Prudence to ordain Preſby ters in the Room of our Sa- 
viours ſeventy Diſciples, when the Encreaſe of the 
Church ſhou'd need their Help. And if this be 
granted, then it will be no Queſtion in whoſe Pow- 
er it was to ordain. 

Bur I ſhall rather Acknowledge the Orders of Bi- 
ſhopand Preſbyter to be diſtinct, (nor need we run 
into Extreams, ſo as to give one a Monopoly over 
the other) and each of them keeping their allow'd 
Station, I ſhall prove rhat Ordination belongs only 
tothe Biſhop (the Preſbyters having no lawful Share 
therein, unleſs call'd by the Biſhop to aſſiſt.) 

That the continual Practice of the Primitive 
Churches does plainly confirm this Truth, is ſo 
well known to any ins view'dthe W of 

/ their 
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their Actions, given by impartial Hiſtorians, that 
tis Vanity to produce Particulars. Our Adverſartes, 
not being able to deny this, anſwer it with a noto- 
rious Shuffile, that rhe Myſtery of Iniquity began to 
work in the Apoſtles Days, and that this is on- 
Point of that Myſtery convey'd to Poſterity. I mult 
therefore bring Arguments of a plainer Sort, and 
to that End ſhall begin at the Fountain Head, and 
. fee what Streams will flow to us from the Apoſto. 
lick Age, notwithſtanding their Outcry of the My- 
ſtery of Iniquity. 

And 1%, We may challenge the whole World to 
give us the Number or the Names of thoſe whom 
the Primitive Converts own'd as Miniſters, but 
who were ordain'd cicher by the Apoſtles, or by the 
ſucceeding Biſhops, who had their Ordination from 
them. 

The main ObjcAion is in Timothy, who (they 
ſav) was ordaincd by the laying on of the Hands 
of thz Pre ſb;tery, and therefore not by the Biſhop, 
which Objection has receiv'd ſuch full Anſwers, 
that 'tis ſoincthinz more than bare wonder to find 
them ſtill to infiſt upon it. As 1/f, Preſbytery 
may ſignifie the Repreſentative of Preſbyters, and 
that Repreſentative the Biſhop undoubtably 1s, 
which Sr. Par! plainly atteſts when he tells us, 
2 Tim. i. 6. that Timothy was ordained by the put- 
ting on of his Hands. And if this will not pals, 
then let them hear their own Oracle Mr. Calvin 
himſelf, who, in his Comment upon this Place, 
advances this Interpretation, That Timothy was or- 
dained by the Impoſition of Pauls Hands, gf the 

| ane 
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Name of the whole Prefbytery. And then, further, 
at | If Preſbytery muſt fignific a Plurality of Perſons, 


1 yet it may be under ſtood of the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
Eng of the neighbouring Biſhops, * ſince in Scripturc- 
FA phraſe Preſbyter does ſigniſie a Biſhop, who is an 
. Elder in Authority, if not in Age, but often in 
ut both; tho' the Church has, for man Ages upward, 
Sn reſtrained the Signification to the middle Order of 
aa. Clergy, now called Preſbyters or Prieſts, the one 
ſto. Name being but an Abbreviation of the other. 
Mo- 2dly, That the Biſhops ouly are to ordain, I 
0 prove from Chriſt's Commiſſion when he delivered 
d to the Power of the Keys, Patt of which 18 the Power 
hom of Admiſſion into Orders. This Commiſſion he 
dut gave only to the Apoſtles, who were the Biſhops 
the Predecellors, and not to the Seventy, ro whom the 
_ Preſbyters ſucceeded. As my Father bath ſent me, 


ſo ſend / you, St. John xx. 21. i. e. Take your 
they Office and Furiſdifion from me: Receive ye the 
3 Holy Ghoſt, i. e. Receive that Power by which the 
hap Holy Ghoſt is to refide over my Church, and receive 
dy the Holy Spirit to afſiſt you in the Management of 


flad your Truſt. Now, if the Apoſtles only were en- 
vtery truſted with that Commiſſion which Chriſt had re- 

3 ceived from his Father, to ordain and conſtitute 
TY Perſons for the Miniſtery, then only they and their 
{ Fas Succeſſors (which muſt be Biſhops or no body) 
7 * have the ſole Power of Ordination. For if there 
̃ A 0 were no Preſbyters in the Primirive Times till ſome 
A5. Tears after our Lord's Aſcenſion (as many Divines 
place are of Opinion) then the Caſe is clear. Peſides, 
ee Thoſe who obtained the Overſight of Churches. 
bs the B 2 which 


ame 
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which the Apoſtles the mſelves had before planted 
were all conſecrated to be Biſhops, viz. Linus after 


St. Peter at Rome; James after our Saviour at 7e 


ruſalem ; Anianus after St. Mark at Alexandria; 
Euodius after St. Peter at Antioch : Every Biſhop 
was to have a Biſhop for his Succeſſor ; as Timo- 
thy at Epheſus; Titus at Crete : and a Biſhoprick 
was ereted at Smyrna, and Polycarp ordained Bi- 
ſhop by the Apoſtles themſelves, ſays Irenaus. 
The Catalogues of the Biſhops Names and their 
Churches, are ſo carefully convey'd down to Po- 
ſterity from Age to Age, as ſufficiently to convince 
any rational Perſon of the Truth and Antiquity of 
Epiſcopacy, and that the Biſhops did ſucceed the A- 
poſtles; nay, upon the Account of this very Suc- 
ceſſion, ſome of the moſt ancient Writers have gi- 
ven theſe Ancient Biſhops the Name of Apoſtles 
100. | 
3dly, I urge, that Ordination ought to be per- 
form'd ſolely by Biſhops, from St. Paul's Dire&ion 
to Titus the Biſhop of Crete, and to Timothy the 
Biſhop of Epheſus, To Titus he ſays, For this 
Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhowdſt ſet in 
Order the Things that are wanting, and ordain El. 
ders in every City, as I appointed thes, Titus 1. 5. 
Theſe Wards give Titus an Authority ſingly to or- 
dain, and ſingly to appoint the Circumſtautials of 
Order and Worſhip. And to Timothy he gives par- 
ticular Directions concerning the Qualifications of 
Biſhops and Deacons, that ſo none might be raſhly 
or unadvilcdly admitted into thoſe ſacred Offices, 
1 Tim, Ul, 
Shou d 
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+ Viſitation at Nottingham. 13 
Shou'd it be objected that this Ordination might 
be as Preſbyters, or rather Evangeliſts and extraor- 
dinary Officers, and therefore does no more teſtifie 
the Power of a Biſhop in this Caſe, than it does 
that Timothy and Titus were Biſhops ; I ſhall call 
thoſe Authors to Witneſs, from whom we have re- 
ceiv'd the Foundation of our Faith and the Canon 


of Scripture, and all that was done in the firſt A- 


ges, (to Witneſs, I ſay,) that both Timothy and 
Titus were Biſhops, | 

That Timothy was Biſhop of Epheſus, appears 
from the Anonymous Author of his Life, in Photius 
Argos Truaoltos vro L Tiduns nai yeeoToOVE tar 
Toy *Eptoidy jpunTeomToNiws imiotoros xa ivigorigeras. 
The Apoſtle Timothy was ordained and enthroned 
Biſhop of the Metropolis of Epheſus by the Great 
St. Paul. So Euſeb.Lib. 3 Cap. 4. ſays Tyco ric 
ty E'iom Frag, iSopt tai TowTos Thy imoxoniu 
?dny» a That Timothy is (aid to be the firſt Biſhop 
of Epheſus. St. Chryſoſtom allo gives a Teſtimony 
to the ſame Purpoſe, in his 15th Homily upon 
1 Tim. v. 19. 

And that Titus was Biſhop of Crete, has no leſs 
Evidence, Euſebius, Lib. 3 Cap. 4th. ſays of Titus 
r int Kenrns Exxanowy imioxontry Way that he 
was Biſhop of the Churches of Crete. And St. Chry- 
ſoſtom ſays, that no doubt Tits was an approved Per- 
ſon, to whom was entruſted, 5\5z>Mnzos vicos an 
entire Iſland,and the Government of ſo many Biſhops, 


in Titus 1: Hom. 1. And St. Feroam certifies thus 


much, Titus Ppiſcopus Crete in eddem et circumja- 
centibus inſulis predicavis Evangelium Chriſli. 
Now if Timothy and Tits were Biſhops, and St. 

Paul 
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Paul by his own ſpecial Authority committed to 
them the Power of Ordination, no doubt but thoſe 
are the moſt true Miniſters and Preachers, who, by 
Biſhops are lawfully conſecrated and ſet apart for 
this Office: Which, if well conſider'd, wou'd con- 
ficm the Truth I contend for, and ſtop the Mouths 
of all our Adverſaries, For 1½, 

As to the Preſbyterians, all the Arguments they 
bring, tend only to prove a Parity among the Apo- 
ſtles, which will only argue an Equality among 
Biſhops, veſpectu Ordinis : If they ask any thing 
more it will center in the depofing Timothy and Ii. 
tut, whom we have already ſeen inveſted with the 
Epiſcopal Authority. Their Sznſe of that Text a- 
bout the laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery, 
has been fairly reſcued out of their Hands already. 

But then, 24'y, The Independents will here en- 
camp againſt us: Nay, both of them, how diffe- 
rent ſoever in other Points, rather than Biſhops 
{hall fit quiet, and the Unity of the Church lie un- 
diſturbed, will uſe all poſſible Arts to undermine 
and deſtroy the Foundations of our Faith. 

And fr/t ((ay they) The Power of the Keys was 
given to the Church, and Peter only in the Perſon 
of the Church receiv'd this Power from our Savi- 
our; therefore the Church, and not Peter, is to 
ordain. I anſwer if we admit St. Peter to be the 
Church Repreſentative, it will but confirm the 
Thing I am ſtriving to prove: But this Power 
cou'd not be given to every Member; for if all muſt 
be Governours, who muſt be governed? Befides, 
Fe that reads the Commiſſion which our Saviour 

gave 
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gave the Apoſtle. and conſiders the Conte xt, will 

by oon find, that Peter only was named jult as a 
Speech is directed to a Speaker in Parliament, when 
the whole Houſe is addreſſæd all the while. 
They argue further, that in the Separation of 
Matthias and Foſeph, who was called Juſtus, 
the Multitude choſe them, and the Deacons alfo 
were elected by the whole Church. To which | 
reply, that, as to Matthias and Foſeph, it does not 
appꝛar that the whole Multitude caſt the Lote, and 
till that does appear, tis more reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that the Lots were caſt only by the Eleven 
«tt Apoſtles. And as to the Choice of Deacons, ſince 
cr), their Buſineſs was at firſt only to take Care of the 
ady. Poor, the Multitude had as good Reaſon to chuſe 


Age. ſach Deacons, as every Pariſh among us has to 
iffe- 


Jchuſe their Collectors. And yet if we ſhou'd ad- 
hops mit both theſe lnſtances to be matter of Fact, there 
unis ſtill 3 manifeſt Difference between Nomination 
mine and Ordination. The King nominates a Bithop, 

but he does not conſecrate him. Alſo, if it was a 
50” | Cuſtom for the People to elect; yet, certainly, it 
ove was in the Power of the Apoſtles to reſect. How- 


: ever, the Nomination did not conſtitute either 
w 1 ” | Matthias an Apoſtle, or Philip a Deacon, tili they 

de _ were ordained thereto by the Apoſtles. 
3 But perhaps all this Privilege (if it be granted) 
Ag might be no more than Permiſſion or Connivance 
| der in the Primitive Times to gain the Affections of the 
| new Converts, ſo that tho' the Apoſtles had the 
. Governing Power, yet they would do nothing 
5" | without the Peoples Approbation; yet this Con- 
nivance 
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nivance proving inconvenient in after Times, was 
reje&ed by ſeveral Canons 

And when we meet in any of the Fathers (of 
which we have one famous place in St. Cyprian, 
Lib. 1. Epiſt, 4.) with any paſſage that mentions 
the Miniſters or the Prieſts being approved by pub- 
lick Judgment and Teſtimony, tis only to be un- 
derſtood, that the Perſon to be ordained muſt be ſo 
qualify'd, that no lawful Cauſe of Complaint can 
be made or urged againſt him. And whatis all this, 
but a Cuſtom we uſe in all our Ordinations at this 
Day; where Proclamation is made, that any Per- 
ſon, who has any thing to object againſt any of the 
Candidates,may have the Liberty of making it known 
to the Biſhop. 

Thus, I hope, my preſent Taſk is competently 
C1{charged, in proving that Ordination by the Hands 
of Biſhops is now the only Way to enter into Holy 
Orders, and that a Perſon ſo ordained has a Miſſion 
of God's Appointinent z from hence it follows that 
all-thoſe are bold Intruders who, upon other Preten- 
ces, invade the Miniſterial Function. 

I have proved, that Abilities of themſelves are 
not ſufficient ; and that the Pretence of an inward 
Call is frivolous, ſince every Mechanick, who has 
Confidence enough, may, at that Rate, eaſily uſurp the 
Sacred Function: And God himſelf having appointed 
an outward Call, by this Rule we muſt abide (when 
the inward Call is joined with it) and thereby try 
the Truth of all Preachers. So that notwithſtand- 
ing the Soundneſs of a Man's Doctrine he may yet 
be a falſe Prophet, becauſe he is not called of God 

8 as 
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as was Aaron, nor lawfully Ordained by Faſting, 
Prayer, and the Impoſition of Hands by one of the 
Epifcopat Order. Gees 

Notwithſtanding all the Zeal and Humility that 
can poſſibly be expreſſed, all the Fluency and Rhe- 
torical Eloquence, all that come in by this Door 
may hear what Reward they are like to meet with 
for their pains, if they'll but read the 23d Chapter 
of the Prophet Jeremy. 4 | 

No Mam dares aſſume to himſelf the Office of be- 
ing a King's Arabaſſador without the King's ſpzcial 
Commiſſion: With what Front then can theſe Men 
torge a Commiſſion from the King of King's, the 
High and Mighty God of Heaven and Earth? 

Therefore let not the Clergy connive at, or give 
any Countenance to thoſe, who run into ſeparate 
Meetings. We our ſelves have a fare Miſſion, and 
therefore ought to warn all under our Care not to 
ſuffer ourfelves to be toſſed to and fro, and carried. 
about with every Wind of Doctrins, bythe Slight of 
Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive, Eph. iv. 14. Schifm is Schiſm , 
whereſoever, and in whomſoever it is found. And 
a Toleration from the Civil Power can never ſan- 
ctifie that, which, in its own Nature, is profane 
and finful : And we pray, from all falſe DoArine, 
Herefie and Schiſm, Good Lord, deliver iu. The 
Civil Power, to which we are bound to ſubmit, 
not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake 
nay, we are bound to ſubmit our ſelves to every Or- 
dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake : Tho' this Ci- 
vil Power has humour'd a Faction, ſo far as to in- 
ä G demnifie 
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demnifie their Meetings from Civil Penalties; yet 


It will ill ſuit with our Divine Character to give 
Way to a Miſſion of an Unfanctify'd and Dividing 
Stamp, which, under a Proteſtant Pretence labours 
to undermine a truly Orthodox, and Proteſtant 
Church. That Popery never encreaſed ſo much 
in this Nation, as it has done ſince a general Tole. 
ration has been by Law Eſtabliſhed, is not my Ob- 
ſervation alone. And Mr. Baxter in his Sacrilegi- 
ous Deſertion diſcuſſed, tells us, That they have 
* made more Rapiſts, than we, without the help 
cc of publick Laws, ſhall ever be able to recover 
Pag. 103, 104-] Nay, Mr. Baxter, ſetting forth 
the Miſchief ot Diviſions, and Separations, in his 
Chriſtian Directory, ſays, “ That the World, the 
* Fleſh! and the Devil, are the Cauſes from whence 
they come; that they are as much the Works of 
e the Fleſh, as Adulteries, Fornications, &c. that 
“ Contentious Dividers are Carnal Men, and have 
* not the Spirit; that Divifions are the wounding, 
© nay, the killing of the Church, as much as lieth 
cc in Dividers ; and that to reform the Church by 
„ dividing it, is no wiſer than to cut out the Liver, 
© or Spleen, or Gall, to cleanſe them from the 
« Filth that both obſtruct them, and hinder them 
&© in their Office; that Diviſions are the Deformities 
© of the Church, the Lamentation of Friends, and 
ce the Scorn of Enemies ; the Diſhonour of Chriſt 
and the Goſpel ; the great Hindrance of the Con- 
& verſion and Salvation of the World, and of the 
% Edification of the Members of the Church; that 
they fill the Church with Sins of a moſt odious 

r 


that Church Dividers are the moſt ſucceſsful Ser- 
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Nature ; they cheriſh Pride, and Malice, and the 
** belying of others (the three Great Sins of the De- 
© vil) as naturally as dead Fleſh breedeth Worms. 
* In a Word, the Scripture tells us, that where En- 
** vying and Strife is, there is Confuſion and every 
* Evil Work. (And is not this a lamentable Way 


* of Reformation of ſome imaginary or lefler E= Wt 


© vils?) Yet further, they are uneaſy to the Per- Wi 
« ſons themſelves, and rob them of the ſweeteſt . 
e Part of Religion; they lead directly to Apoſtaſie 5 
&* from the Faith, and ſhake States and Kingdoms. 
having a lamentable Influence on the Civil Peace.“ 

I think nothing can be more to our Purpoſe, nor 
more excellent in it ſelf, unleſs it be when Mr. 
Baxter ſays again, That Schiſm is a Sin againſt 
* ſo many, and clear, and vehement Words of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that it is utterly without Excuſe ; 
„ Whoredoms, and Treaſon, and Perjury, are not 
© oftener forbidden in the Goſpel than this; that it 
6 is contrary to the very Deſign of Chriſt in our 
& Redemption, which was to reconcile us all to 
God, and to unite and center us all to him; that 
« it is contrary to the Deſign of the Spirit of Grace, 
“and to the very Nature of Chriſtianity it ſelf; 
„e that it is a Sin againſt the neareſt Bonds of our 
© higheſt Relations to each other; that it is either a 
*% dividing Chriſt, or robbing him of a great Part of 
“e his Inheritance; and neither of theſe is a little 
Sin; that it is accompanied with ſelf Ignorance 
and Pride, and great Unthankfulneſs to God ; 


« vants of the Devil, being Enemies to Chriſt in his 
an C 2 „Family 


* 
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Family and Livery, and that they ſerve the De- 

vil. more effectually than open Enemies; that 
* Shiſ is a Sin which contradi&s all God's Ordi- 
* nances and Means of Grace, which are purpoſcly 
© to procure and maintain the Unity of his Church; 
* that it is a Sin againſt as great and lamentable Ex- 
* periences as almoſt any Sin can be; and this is a 
* heinons Aggravation of it, that it is commonly 
* juſtified, and not repented of by thoſe that com- 
mit it; and it is yet the more heinous, that it is 


** commonly father'd upon God : Laſtly, that it is 


* moſt unlike the Heavenly. State, and in ſome 
regard worſe than the Kingdom of the Devil, for 
** he wou'd nor deſtroy it by dividing it againſt it 
 ** ſelf. Remember now, ſays he, that Schiim, and 
“ making Parties and Diviſions in the Church, is 
** not ſo ſmall a Sin as many take it for.” Stilling- 
fleet Unreaf. of Sep. Page 204, 205, 206 ] 
This, and a great deal more has Mr. Baxter writ- 
ten againſt Divifion. But Mr. Baxter, and all o- 
ther ſchiſmatical Preachers, ſhou'd conſider by 
whom theſe Separations are made, and what Au- 
thority they have for their Miſſion. | 

Were it not for the Levity and Volubility of the 
Peoples Minds, and the Pride and Covetouſacſs of 
theſe falſe Teachers, help'd forward by the miſ- 
chievous  Infinuations of Popiſh Miſſioners, who 
creep in, and ſow their poiſonous Doctrines a- 
mongſt them, our Truly Apoſtolick Church might 
have been like a City that is at Unity in it ſelf, 

That the Peoples Minds are Light appears by 
their being ſo, like Children, toſſed to and fro, and 
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That their Leaders are proud 1s apparent in that 
they all aim at being Biſhops, affi mα that 3 Bi- 


2x 
carried about by very Mint ')-Arine, by the * 


Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs whereby they 
lie in Wait to deceive. " 


ſhop ant a Preſbyter ought to he the fame? : And 
tha: Covetouſneſs eggsthem on is as manifeſt, ſince 
without a Separation they cannot ſubſiſt and grow 


Rich. 


And that the Romiſſi Prieſte do herd among them 
is plain from the many D-te&'ons and Diſcoveries 
that have been made; as alſo from the Harmony 
of the moſt Eſſential Doctrines and Practices. where- 
in they differ from us, viz, The ſime Arguments 
which the Diſſenters bring againſt our Epiſcopacy, 
were firſt deviſed by the Popes Creatures to level 
their Biſhops with Preſbyters, and to confine all E- 


piſcopacy to the Pope. 


What they urge againſt Forms of Prayer, ie no 
more than what the Jeſuits urge for their Meatal 


Prayer. 


Their taking up Arms for Religion is a Popiſh 


movatlon. 


4 


hat is falſely called) St. Peter's Chair, 


Their depoſing and murdering Princes, is a 
Doctrine #14 Practice ſet up, and encouraged by 


Their 
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© Their arrogating to themſelves the Title of God's 

Ele&, and precious js the Spawn of that unchriſtian 

1 which damns all the World but them- 
ves. 


And their Pious Frauds are but Streams that flow 
from the ſame Fountain. | 


Nay, in one Point, they have exceeded their 
Teachers. For whilſt the Popiſh Church deprives 
the People of one half of the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood, theſe did caſt that whole Sacra- 
ment out of the Church for about twelve Years toge- 
ther, in the Time of the Great Rebellion. 


*Tis our Buſineſs, my Reverend Brethren, to 
watch over the Church of Chriſt, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made us overſcers, and to guard 
the Sheep from the Wolves. The Roman Soldiers 
had Pity on Chriſt's Seamleſs Coat, whilſt theſe arc 
tearing his very Limbs in ſunder. We ſhou'd la. 
bour heartily to keep his Holy Body ſound and en- 
tire: And if the Enemy is fo vigilant to deſtroy it, 
double Diligence and Care will become us to uphold 
it. And beſides all thoſe Labours we beſtow in 
ſettling the Waverers, in bringing back the Strag- 
lers, in comforting the Weak, in convincing the 
Gainſayers, and in encouraging the Strong, it will 
highly become us to live ſutably to our Holy Reli 
gion, and high Station in the Church: That by th 
Innocency and unblameableneſs of our Lives, th 


Conſtauc 


> 


God's 
iſtian 
hem- 


flow 


their 
drives 
lriſt's 
Jacra- 
toge- 


A 10 
:h the 
guar d 
Idiers 
ſe are 
'd la. 
d Ell 
oy it, 
phold 
OW 11 
Stras- 
9 the 
t will 
Re li 
by th: 


8, ti 
ſtanc 


Viftation at Nottin 
8 and Ferve 
gence in the diſcha 

and Courage in the ( 


whom we ſerve, we may add 


ire upd Bas ſtrengthen thoſe that are 


hat are withou 
t to a Unit 
Church. : 


Love of our Tru] | 
. A * 
ſav, No to this all good Pe A poſtolick 


ople will heartily 


ghamy 


| > FR —— 
245 £4 et t TI d N 5 
Fei 47 e If lee e 
'# 9 x | m K 1 1e 5. * 
1 9001 bog: ing de uot! 77 4” T4 $: 
7 5 beg. 2100 2 05 Fuels va Ni e 


ö > den 
5 1B FEM * n n 21 


* gl ee Jin $44:5 


4 « CE of 
* 89 2 x 0) EE 4 * 4 x Af : 
io. * 14 5 3. 
| Ly 15 TH * 8110 fr! en = To 3 HA 2p 3 95 7 
1 CI - N a” 
* * ” n "4 &# - . * Fn, 6 * 1 4+ £ 
* +44 * * ils . we C 


- © 
1 N 4 ” 6 * & F f _- + # 
1 ; oP . — us i 7 
2 
P 43G ap: , YR ti 'f * $ 

42 „ - 7 208. A „eas 


- : F 
4 98 » 
2 8 
1 7 N 
* 5 
— 6 - . | | | 
* . 
* R . 
N : 
| 
C % 4 V 4 
9 * Y 5 
N 4 
, * 
* = \ 
2 = l 7 * — 
2 8 - v * _ 4 
4 
* 
. 9 
3%, 
o 
* * 
* f | 
7 * : 
= 
b - 
" 
i 
* 
- 
# 
k = 
* 
. * 
s 4 | 
D 3 83 * * \ 
a : , ; 
— P 1 
» * 
: — * " ; hs 
+ 4 
© a. . * * * 0 » c : 7 
1 — ö 1 
. % * * 4 * a 
* N . _ 
a ** * * 2 * 4 k 
8. 2 = | * N | 
„* 3 v 
* . * 
9 ; de „ 0 
= * ft * 4 4 
* 6 . 
© n + 
— * 
— 2 4 3} 
E 5 A 1 N 
. ” * * 
"Ip TRE 
1 
| 4 3 
= 
4 — 
4 
* 
; © 7 
a # : . , 
— . : 
%. 9 . » C 6 
- 
* 7 G ; 
4 p 
* 
| * 
. 
| 1 — 
* 
| * # © 
4 5 
| 2 4 91 
46 Jet 
1 
1 = k % 
| * 
2 ; 
- 
l 6 
4 its 
1 , » 
7 4 | 
— * 
— : , a : 
4 * ; 
a J 
1 
7 
4 — 
a = 
. 7 * * . 
* 5 1 ; n R 


— 2 — 
— — — 


— — 
* — r 4 
* * _ 2 — — 
- x 0 ' = r — 


# 
i 


TX. 
— 


